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177 new 
cases, 
11 more 
deaths 


BY ALEX ACQUISTO 
aacquisto@herald-leader.com 


Kentucky has 177 new confirmed 
cases of novel coronavirus, for a total 
of 2,210, Gov. Andy Beshear said Tues- 
day. Another 11 Kentuckians have died 
from COVID-19 complications, the 
governor said, bringing the death toll 
to 115. 

Tuesday’s deaths included 
50-year-old Pamela L. Hughes, who 
had worked at Signature HealthCare of 
Summit Manor nursing home in Adair 
County since 1988. She is the first 
nursing home staff member to die of 
the coronavirus in Kentucky. 

“This person gave their life to pro- 
tect others,” Beshear said. 

Thirty-five of Tuesday’s new cases 
are residents at long-term care facil- 
ities, bringing that total to 217. Ten 
more staff have tested positive, raising 
the total to 127. Another three nursing 
home residents died, increasing that 
total to 33. 

Roughly 27,697 people have been 
tested for the virus in the state. Of 
those who’ve contracted the virus, 
more than 653 have recovered, Be- 
shear said. 

In Lexington, public health officials 
announced just four new cases of the 
novel coronavirus on Tuesday — the 
eighth day of no reported deaths in the 
state’s second-largest city, where more 
people have recovered than are cur- 
rently infected with the virus. Fayette 
County has a total of 209 confirmed 
cases, and 132 have recovered. Jef- 


Matt Goins 


Anna Grace Downs, a 26-year-old medical student who recovered from the novel coronavirus at Baptist Health Lexington, 
donated her plasma Tuesday at Kentucky Blood Center in Lexington. 


Recovery from COVID-19 
might give others a chance 


battling COVID-19. The 
26-year-old University of 
Louisville fourth year med- 
ical student spent more than 
a week in the ICU. She was 
about to be put on a respira- 
tor when she started getting 
better. 

Three weeks later, Downs 
walked into the Kentucky 
Blood Center to give a dona- 
tion of her plasma to help 
other COVID-19 patients. 
Doctors hope the antibodies 
in the plasma of recovered 
patients could help critically 


son who needs it. 

“Tt helps me make sense of 
my suffering in a way.” 

While she was in the ICU, 
Downs found out that she 
had “matched,” at a resi- 
dency in Internal Medicine/ 
Pediatrics at Ohio State 
University Medical Center 
and Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus, Ohio. 
She went home to her child- 
hood home for the last bit of 
recovery, which she de- 


ill patients fight the disease, 
which attacks the immune 
system with bewildering 
speed. 

Mark Dougherty, the head 
of infectious disease at Bap- 
tist and Downs’ doctor, 
asked Downs to donate, and 
she didn’t hesitate. 

“When I chose to be a 
doctor, the goal is to help 
others,” she said before she 
was hooked up to give the 
plasma. “It feels like this is 
the natural next step, passing 
the life raft to the next per- 


BY LINDA BLACKFORD 
lblackford@herald-leader.com 


The last time we checked 
in with Anna Grace Downs, 
she was leaving the Baptist 
Health Lexington hospital 
after a harrowing few weeks 
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Employee dies dealing 
with coronavirus surge 
at Adair nursing home 


Kentucky Republican 
lawmakers hoping to 
reopen ‘safe’ businesses 


access today. We are 
committed to delivering 
your newspaper, but if 
conditions arise that make 


deal with,” according to House lease. 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS 
AND JACK BRAMMER 


ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 
jbrammer@herald-leader.com 


FRANKFORT 

Republican members of the 
Kentucky House of Repre- 
sentatives are working on a 
coronavirus relief bill that is 
intended to reopen some of 
the “non-essential” businesses 
Gov. Andy Beshear has shut 
down to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Several House members are 
working on new language 
intended to help businesses 
and employers “cope with the 
problems they’re having to 


Speaker David Osborne, R- 
Prospect. 

“Tt begins the process of at 
least starting the discussion 
about a way to reopen some 
businesses in a safe manner,” 
Osborne said. 

Beshear ordered all non-life 
sustaining businesses to close 
on March 26. The number of 
coronavirus cases has grown at 
a slower pace in Kentucky than 
many other states, causing 
business owners and Repub- 
licans to push for reopening 
the economy. 

The House has not yet un- 
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it impossible to do so, we 
want you to be prepared. 
Activate your digital access 
for access to the eEdition — 
a digital replica of the print 
paper — as well as our 
website, breaking news and 
more. Activate today at 
www.kentucky.com/ 
activate for 24/7 access 
from any device. Please 
direct questions to 
customer service at 
customerservice@ 
herald-leader.com. 


BY BILL ESTEP 
bestep@herald-leader.com 


An employee of a Kentucky 
nursing home dealing with a 
surge in COVID-19 cases has 
died from complications of the 
novel coronavirus, becoming 
the first known health care 
worker in the state to die from 
on-the-job exposure to the 
virus. 

Pamela L. Hughes, who had 
worked as a medical tech- 
nician at the Signature Health- 
CARE of Summit Manor nurs- 
ing home in Adair County 
since 1988, died Monday, the 
company said in a news re- 


“Pam dedicated her life to 
caring for others,” Margaret 
Jones, a nurse at the facility, 
said in the news release. 
“Whether it be her patients, 
co-workers, or family, she 
strived to help however she 
could. She faithfully worked at 
Summit Manor for 32 years, 
rarely ever calling in sick. We 
all will fondly remember her 
beautiful smile and generous 
nature.” 

Gov. Andy Beshear said 
Hughes is believed to be the 
first health care worker in the 
state to die after contracting 
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